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REVIEWS 



A MANUAL FOR WRITERS 1 

For scholars and business men, by a scholar and a business man, 
Manly and Powell's Manual should be of great service. It gives con- 
cisely but clearly helpful suggestions on the expression of thought, 
and authoritative information upon practices in printing. Of its 
twelve chapters, the first seven are given up to writing, the last five 
to the questions which arise in connection with the publication of 
articles and books. The first chapter, twenty-five pages specifically 
on "English Composition," is the most sensible rhetoric in miniature 
that I have ever seen. The notes that follow, on grammar, diction, 
punctuation, capitalization, and italicization, are exactly what every 
man at all doubtful of his knowledge in these matters needs to have at 
hand. The chapter on "Letter-Writing" answers every practical 
question that could be asked about the subject; it is too dogmatic for 
my taste, especially in regard to personal letters, but that is a detail. 
As for the second half of the book, including the index, its accuracy 
and definiteness are hardly short of marvelous. There are two books 
here rather than one and I do not believe that the scholar has much 
need of the first half, or the business man of the second; but the whole 
volume is so convenient and so inexpensive that all sorts and conditions 
of men are certain to thank heaven for it. 

J. W. Linn 

University or Chicago 



A FIRST BOOK OF COMPOSITION 

It would be an interesting study to trace the changes in methods of 
teaching English composition as reflected in the textbooks of the past 
twenty-five years. The old Hill's Rhetoric, with its emphasis upon 
correctness in words and sentences, was the textbook in which many 
teachers of today were trained. Scott and Denny in their various books 
emphasized the importance of the paragraph. Barrett Wendell robbed 
rhetoric of some of its terrors by showing that its many precepts were 

1 A Manual for Writers. Covering the Needs of Authors for Information on Rules 
of Writing and Practices in Printing. By John Matthews Manly and John 
Arthur Powell. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1913. Pp. viii-)-22S- 
$1.25 net. 
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reducible to a few general principles. Within the past few years half 
a dozen excellent textbooks have appeared, all showing the influence 
of earlier books, yet with such modifications and differences as to indi- 
cate a healthy spirit of growth in this important field. 

It is worth noting that many of these recent books are divided into 
two parts, or even published in two volumes. In the days when all high- 
school textbooks were written by college professors, these works were 
adapted to "the pupil of high-school age" — a being as non-existent as 
" the average man." High-school teachers know that the boy of fourteen 
is not at all the same as the boy of eighteen, and frankly recognize this 
fact by preparing separate books. 

Such is the plan of A First Book of Composition, by Thomas H. Briggs 
and Isabel McKinney (Ginn & Co.). It is intended to furnish material 
for the first two years of the course. It does this, and does it well. 
The exercises are abundant, and bear the marks of having been developed 
in actual classroom practice. The authors, wisely, have not attempted 
to cover the whole field of rhetorical theory: they have, however, omit- 
ted nothing that a pupil in the first two years should know. But the 
distinctive feature of the book is that it really gives a new point of 
view for teacher and pupil. Instead of the familiar chapter headings 
—"Narration," "Description," "Exposition," "Argument," "Words," 
"Sentences," and "Paragraphs" — we have "Sincerity," "Definiteness," 
"Interest," "Unity," "Variety," "Clearness." The approach is not 
through kinds of composition but through qualities of style — qualities 
which even young pupils can comprehend, and whose value they can 
appreciate. With this as a starting-point, they are led to the principles 
of punctuation, sentence-building, the use of words, etc. In a word, 
the body of doctrine presented is the same as in other textbooks, but 
it is developed naturally from simple principles instead of being set 
forth in the usual formal order. It certainly tempts one to try the 

new method. 

B. A. Heydrick 
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